Term 1 Week 4

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Farewell
It is with great sadness that we farewell Mrs Deborah Wyering who has been a
dedicated and exceptional Teacher Aide at St Patrick's school for the last 25 years.
She has made a huge impact in the lives of many of our tamariki. She will be sorely
missed and we wish her every blessing in the next chapter of her life.
Parent /Teacher Conversation
We are really looking forward to our conversations with you tomorrow Thursday the 25th of February.
These conversations are so important for your child's learning journey this year. Working together and sharing
our knowledge as teachers and parents/caregivers we can ensure the best possible learning outcomes for your child.
If you haven't made an appointment, please do so as soon as possible.
Scooters
There are a growing number of scooters being left lying around the school grounds after school. Over
the last few weeks, staff members are spending a great deal of time gathering these up so they won’t
be stolen overnight. This takes time away from the other important work they have to do. It is really
important that your child takes responsibility for the care of their own scooters. Managing themselves
and their belongings is one of the five key competencies in the New Zealand Curriculum that children
need to develop beginning the first day of school. Key competencies are the capabilities people
have, and need to develop, to live and learn today and in the future.

God Bless,
Kath Lieshout

NAU MAI HAERE MAI KI TENEI KURA

WELCOME TO ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL

Welcome Benjamin Levale to Room 1. We hope that you have enjoyed your first
week at school.

PUPILS OF THE WEEK AWARD
Libby Te Tua Eynon

Room 3

Karlah Sheehan

Room 10

Tilly Murch

Room 7

SPECIAL CHARACTER
Important Day this week:
1st Week of Lent
22nd Chair of St Peter
Fiordland National Park
This week 117 years ago, the first steps were taken to set aside nearly 1 million hectares of far western Southland
and Otago as a national reserve and this became New Zealand’s largest national park in 1952.
Let’s take the time in Lent to thank God for our beautiful
country and the foresight and courage of those who had
the vision to preserve this land for all. Let’s also pray for
those who harm our land. Help them to see the error of
their ways. Help us all to cherish this gift of God.
Pope Francis
We are to be stewards of creation, to thank God for the
wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our
care, and to implore his help for the protection of
creation as well as his pardon for the sins committed
against the world in which we live.

LEARNING IN THE JUNIOR SYNDICATE - ROOM 3
We are having a wonderful time in our new classroom and getting to know each other.
On Ash Wednesday, we had a special visit from Father Jaewoo. He sprinkled ashes on our head and he said a
special blessing for us. We are learning to be more like Jesus during Lent. We are trying really hard to be a kind,
caring, helpful and loving.
We have a classroom 'Lent Loving Tree'. Every time we do something loving at home and school, we get it written
on a heart leaf and it gets stuck to our tree. It is fantastic reading about all of the kind and helpful things we are
doing at school and home. We are excited to fill our tree up. Watch this space!

LEARNING IN THE MIDDLE SYNDICATE - ROOM 10
Last week was Ash Wednesday, marking the season of change and 40 days until Easter. We created some Lenten
promises as we turn back to God. We look forward to sharing these with our whānau - who we know will be very
interested in what we have written!
With the great weather, we were able to start our Athletics practice. We have been learning the long jump and
shotput with our friends in Room 11. Our ‘give it a go’ attitudes have meant we are keen on trying new things!
We have been lucky enough to have had Georgia from Rugby Southland in to help us to further develop our Rippa
Rugby skills. Our confidence is growing and we are learning some really exciting games to play!
Kia pai to wiki koutou!

LEARNING IN THE SENIOR SYNDICATE - ROOM 6
Here in Room 6, we have been spending lots of time getting to know each other and working together as a Room 6
whānau. We have been learning lots about Lent. We are ticking off challenges on our 2021 Keep It Simple For Lent
Action Plan and we have also taken these home to share with whānau.
‘Man we have a class full of kind and caring tamariki’
We enjoyed making cards for the Dominican Sisters last week. It was 150 years on Thursday since they arrived from
Ireland to Dunedin. We have learnt about all the amazing things they have done for us over many years.
We have had lots of full bellies as we enjoy all the different kai that we are having for lunch. It is amazing how
many tamariki have tried foods that they wouldn’t normally eat.

DATES TO REMEMBER
February:
Thursday, 25th
March:
Wednesday, 3rd
Friday, 12th
Wednesday, 17th
Tues to Fri, 23rd to 26th
April:
Friday 2nd
Monday, 5th
Tuesday, 6th
Friday, 16th
May:
Monday, 3rd

Teacher Parent conversations
St Patrick’s Athletics
All Saints Athletics
St Patrick’s Day – Full School Mass
Year 6 Camp
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Southland Anniversary Day
Last day of Term 1
School starts at 9am

School finishes at 12.30pm this Thursday
To book an appointment online, simply go to: https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz.
The log in is wuw8v.

